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of this governing law of open warfare, and will supply
dramatic and overwhelming proofs of its truth, both on
our side and on the enemy's—Lege artis prceceptiva.
On the 14th August, the leading corps of the First
Army—namely, the II., IV., and III. Corps—reached
the Meuse, and the two Reserve Corps, marching as a
second line, began to pass the Belgian frontier west of
Aix-la-Chapelle. On the 15th, the II. Corps arrived
at Bilsen, twelve miles west of Maestricht, the IV. Corps
at Membruggen, while the III. reached Nederheim, near
Tongres, and so were close to the crossings of the Demer.
The Army was thus clear of the narrow and trouble-
some defile between Liege and the Dutch frontier. In
agreement with the Supreme Command, the First Army
was given time to close up as soon as it was in possession
of the line of the Demer.
After the fall of Forts Liers and Lantin, the forts
that still held out on the south-west and southern front
of Liege were quickly taken with the help of the 42 cm.'
howitzers. The IX. Corps was placed under the orders
.of the First Army, and the brigades of the III. and
IV. Corps, which had been employed against Li£ge,
rejoined their corps on the 16th. On the 14th, the
VII. Corps, on the right flank of the Second Army,
reached Lantin, close to the fort of that name on the
north-western front of line of forts, which was now quite
broken through. The Belgians were some way from
the line of the Meuse, behind the Gette, on the front
Diest-Tirlemont and at Wavre, with detachments also
at Louvain farther west. The last forts on the southern
circumference of Li&ge fell during the day, and the
fortress at Huy was captured. It appeared that the
French L and II. Corps in the Namur section of the
Meuse were still sending reinforcements from the south-

